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Reply to Office Action efJaraiaiy 2, 200S 

MEMAEKS 

Clain s £5 21 28 31-32 5 4, 36-38 mc - -55 arc pend i t the p i p > tion 
aims 5 > 5 are added i i \ 1,36, 41, 44 and 52 are ^dependent 

The claims have been amended lo clarify the invention and to correct minor informalities 
according to U.S. patent practice. These modifications do not add new matter and are fully 
supported by the original disclosure, tor example, Figures 6 and 7 and the corresponding 
description in the specification as filed. 

Interview Resj nested 

This is an official request to conduct a personal interview with the Examiner. Please 
j i <k t"v , ,i d to schedule the interview, prior to acting on this ease. 

3S..U&C. § 102(e) and § 103 Reiecttira 

Claims 25, 36, 37, 41, 42, 44 and 45 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Shin (U.S. 6,529,458), Claims 26-28, 31, 32, 34, 38, 43 and 46-51 have 
been rejected under 35 U S C § 103(a) m being unpatentable over Shin (U.S. 6,529,458) in view 
of Takahashi (U.S. 7,002,882). These rejections, insofar as they pertain to the presently pending 
claims, are respectfully traversed. 

Indtpend^ ^ -* -m _5 reehes, inter alia, "recording a first access pointer and a second 
access pointer in the defect management area, the first access pointer indicating a position of the 
defect management information recorded in the first part and the second access pointer 
i u icat \ t l 1 , t j - xl v t ! i J ks 1 ] st hose 

features are illustrated as an example in Fig. 6 of the present application. Other independent 
claims recite similar features in a varying scope. 

1 „ L v. f-i ^ - I \ i I p 1 v ! 'M x 1 

does not have first and second parts of the de \ irea, w uch are separately 

design e< deft x ement o i ecording pera on md a r ep*"oduc ng ope ^t >n 
respectively. Further, Shin does not teach or suggest recording first and second access pointers 
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foi iOHvct'VL'i\ inc c t a i,Oo; d\ ( r > v o ion ret ^ t (Irs 

and second parts, as recited in the claims. Further, Takahashi does not overcome these 
deficiencies of Shin, 

i ~ j ai > 4 <ne - d< pe v. ! > ;auc fa 

s i i !l ! [ id recooside i 

reject s l eusons are resp a ersed 



For the foregoing reasons and in view of the above clarifying amendments, the Examiner 
is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw all of the objections and rejections of 
reeoad, and 1 < \« 

Should there be any matters which need to be resolved in the present application, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Esther' H. Chong (Registration No. 40,953) at the 
tekphot umbe ol e indersigne* below. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and further 
repiies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17; particularly, extension 
of time fees. 

Dated; April 2, 2008 Respectfully submitted. 



CONCLUSION 



By..;::::£j ;;; |2u 

Esther B. Chong < J 

Registration No.; 40,953 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney tor Applicant 
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